The Gum Lab – General Chemistry
The goal of this lab is to determine which type of gum contains a larger percent composition of sweetener:  Regular gum or sugarless gum.  In this lab you should write the following things in the lab notebook of one of the three people in your group:

· Purpose:  A brief (two sentences, max) description of why you’re doing the lab.

· Procedure:  A description of what you did that’s good enough that I could reproduce it.  This should also describe any equipment that you used at any point during the lab.

· Data:  A table of any quantitative data you collect, as well as written descriptions of any qualitative data you collect.

· Calculations:  A complete set of calculations for anything you’ve done in your lab.

· Results:  A description of what you found out.  Should be several paragraphs long.

· Errors:  Any sources of experimental error that may have been present in your experiment.  A good rule of thumb:  It’s VERY rare for any experiment to have less than three sources of error.
Some suggestions:
· You MUST clean your lab area before doing the experiment.  This includes using soap and water to wash down the entire surface of the counter to ensure that there are no contaminants.

· You MUST wear goggles until all of the counter space in the room is clean (the reason:  cleaning chemicals off a countertop can result in toxic splashes).  After that, you may take them off.

· Chewing the gum for a few minutes is a good way to get the sweetener out.

· If you weigh the gum directly on the pan of the balance, it sticks to the balance and I get annoyed.

· It’s probably good to remember that there’s not much point in knowing the weight of the gum after it has been chewed if you don’t know what it weighed before you chew it.

· Sticking chewed gum to the bottom of tables, lab stations, and chairs is fine with me.  That is, of course, assuming that you’re OK with spending time after school scraping chewed gum off the bottoms of tables, lab stations, and chairs.

· Neatness counts!  Part of the lab grading criteria will be on the neatness / readability of your lab.

Good luck!

For chemistry help, visit www.chemfiesta.com

© 2007 Cavalcade Publishing;  All Rights Reserved


